


The WEIRD, the WACKY, 
and the WONDERFUL 
in Emergency Medicine 



Piercing and Tattoos 
 

Their Impact on EMS 











WARNING!!! 
 

We will be showing pictures 
of “usually” concealed 

body parts such as 
breasts, penises, and vaginas 



WARNING!!! 
 

If you are modest or 
embarrass easily, 

you should probably  
leave now!! 



My Voyage of  
Discovery 

































Issues About Piercing 
Airway 
Chest 

Genital 
Elsewhere 





Issues About Piercing 

Airway 





Potential for 
Difficult Airway 

Management 



You MAY NOT 
know it is there 

until too late 



What would happen 
if you jabbed a 

tongue depressor or 
laryngoscope blade 

against this? 



What 
to 

Do? 



If in a hurry, 
sweep the tongue 

to the side and 
push the stud 
out of the way 



Remember: 
• They can break off 

• They are contaminated 
• They can be sharp 



Treat them 
as you would 

a “sharp” 

























The differential 
of respiratory distress 

ALWAYS includes 
aspiration and  
foreign bodies 







Elbow deflector 

Suction catheter 

Small syringe: 
10 ml distal cuff 

Large (blue) syringe: 
85 ml large balloon 

Ringmarks 
Distal 
cuff 

Oropha- 
ryngeal 
ballon 







Teeth and Gum Damage 







Issues About Piercing 

Elsewhere 







Scalp Cellulitis 
associated with 

Ear Piercing 











Issues About Piercing 

Chest 









Issues About  
Chest Piercing 

EKG Electrodes 
Defibrillation 





Place the paddles 
AWAY from any 
Chest Piercings 









It sort of “suspends” belief, doesn’t it? 



















Complications of 
Penile Piercing 

Hemorrhage 
and Cellulitis 







Potential Complication of 
Penile or Scrotal Piercing: 

Fournier’s Gangrene 





You can sort of imagine 
that passing a urinary 
catheter into this lady 
could be a bit tricky 

Or NOT! 
You could do a 

mental status check 
at the same time! 



Concluding Thoughts on 
Piercings 

Ø Don’t get caught 
Ø Consider the airways 

Ø Think MRSA and other 
Infections 

Ø EKG and Defibrillation Issues 



Concluding Thoughts on 
Piercings 

In Dallas, 
70% of staph cultures 

are now Methicillin Resistant 
(MRSA) 







Thoughts on 
Tattoos 









Complications of 
Tattoos 

• Early 
• Late 









Might you have 
some difficulty 
locating forearm 
veins, especially if 
the patient is  
in shock? 



Complications of 
Tattoos 

• Early 
Ø Cellulitis 
Ø Allergic reactions 























Would you possibly 
have a problem 
seeing cellulitis  
on this arm? 



Complications of 
Tattoos 

• Late 
Ø Allergy 
Ø Keloid Formation 
Ø Obscuring Venous Access 
Ø Obscuring Cellulitis 
Ø Obscuring Skin Conditions 
Ø Removal Issues 













Might cyanosis be hard 
to see in this setting? 



Remember: 
You only SEE cyanosis, like JVD, 

if you LOOK for it 



Cyanotic 
Babies:  ABC 
 
Think Airway 
Think Lungs 
Think Heart 
(such as CHD) 



Old guy, a little short of breath 







If you’re gonna shoot up, 
isn’t it better to find 

ONE HOLE that seems to work? 

Modest increased incidence 
of IV drug use 



• Hepatitis B  
• Hepatitis C 

• HIV 
• Sepsis 

• Endocarditis 
• Epidural abscess 

• Psoas abscess 

Complications of  
IV Drug Use 



Beware of THIS guy 
with a back ache 

and fever 
 

Epidural or 
psoas abscess 















“This effectively gives  
a tattoo artist  

license to inject  
whatever he or she  
deems appropriate  
under the skin…” 



X 



From the FDA Website 



Lasers Surg Med. 2000;26(1):13-21. 
   

Q-switch laser and tattoo pigments:  
first results of the chemical  

and photophysical analysis of 41 compounds 
 

Baumler W, Eibler ET, Hohenleutner U,  
Sens B, Sauer J, Landthaler M. 

 
Department of Dermatology  

University of Regensburg, Germany.  



CONCLUSION:  
The results of the present analysis  

explain to some extent  
the outcome of clinical studies  

regarding laser therapy of coloured tattoos.  
Because the laser energy used  
produces a high temperature  

in the azo or polycyclic pigments,  
it is necessary to investigate  

whether that change  
causes possibly toxic  

or cancerogenic compounds. 



Photochem Photobiol.  
2004 Sep-Oct;80(2):185-90.  

 

   

Tattoo pigments  
are cleaved by laser light- 

the chemical analysis in vitro  
provide evidence for hazardous compounds 

 
Vasold R, Naarmann N, Ulrich H,  

Fischer D, Konig B, Landthaler M, Baumler W. 
 

Department of Organic Chemistry 
University of Regensburg, 93042  

Regensburg, Germany. 



The high laser intensities  
cleaved the azo compounds,  

leading to an increase of  
decomposition products such as  

2-methyl-5-nitroaniline,  
2-5-dichloraniline  

and 4-nitro-toluene,  
which are toxic or even  

carcinogenic compounds 



Branding 

Let’s leave this 
for another time 



…and, to make a plug 
for a new device that 
might help when you 

can’t find an IV in adults… 



The Vidacare™  EZ-IO  

VidaCare 
Needle 

Set 
VidaCare 

Driver 













Thoughts in closing… 



Medicine gives us 
a seat on the highest peaks 

of human existence… 



We have but to open our eyes 
and we will see it all… 

 





Thank you for your 
kind attention… 

www.rayfowler.com 



www.rayfowler.com 


